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EDITORôS NOTE 
It gives us great pleasure and privilege to bring 

you another interesting issue of our annual 

newsletter from the Department of Zoology.  

Department of Zoology is one of the oldest 

departments in the Faculty of Science, 

University of Jaffna. We are focusing to develop 

Zoological Science knowledge through a variety 

activities including teaching and learning and 

outreach activities to come with great success in 

achieving the annual work plans and goals. 

As the editorial team, it is our great pleasure to 

present this platter of our memories to our 

readers on the behalf of the Department of 

Zoology. 

We believe this issue will enthusiast our readers 

and give knowledge about the role of 

Department of Zoology in developing the 

scientific knowledge among students and local 

community. 
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Department of Zoology is one of the oldest departments in 

the Faculty of Science. It was established in 1975 with the 

vision to improve science education in the region. We are 

focused to develop zoological science through a variety of 

activities including teaching and learning and outreach 

activities. Our department carries out more outreach 

programmes and disseminates knowledge to society. 
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EDITORIAL TEAM  Cover page photo:  

THE ORIENTAL SPINY ORB -WEAVER  

(Gasteracantha geminate) 

Cover page designed and Photograph by: 

A.A.K.P.Amarasinghe 

Jezebel butterfly (Delias eucharis) 

Location: University Garden, 
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òScience Education for Bright Future -2020 (SBF)ó: 

EXHIBITION  

To promote interest in Science and Technology among younger generation and to encouraging scientific and 

technological creativity among students, the Faculty of Science successfully organized an event entitled òScience 

Education for Bright Future -2020 (SBF)ó for school children in Northern Province especially for the students in the 

schools with lack of laboratory facility on 04.03.2020 to 07.03.2020 at the Faculty of Science. Over 40,000 school 

children and other few thousand non-students participated in this outreach activity.  The Department of Zoology had 

exhibition centers with the themes of Animal Diversity, Animal Physiology, Environmental Science, and Medical 

Entolomogy.  
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Online Teaching  

 

The Covid-19 pandemic has affected the normal 

learning process of the Department of Zoology. The 

staff of the department had to work extensively to face 

the challenges posed by this, and came up with 

innovative ideas to engage the students in learning. 

The practical sessions were designed with the help of 

our demonstrators and assistant lecturers.  

The effort of the staff of all categories should be 

celebrated as we are one of the departments who 

thrive on hard times.  

We believe in the 

survival of the fittest! 
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People, Idea, Passion, and Preparations 

 

ADVANCED EVOLUTIONARY BIOLOGY 

CLUB: DISCUSSION FORUM 

A discussion forum was organized as a part 

of the course ZOL412GE2; Advance 

Evolutionary Biology from 25.09.2020. The 

event was attended by students, and staff. 

Interesting topics were discussed in the 

forum.  
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The following are the contribution for the teaching and learning at the department of Zoology from the 

AHEAD/ELTAELSE grant of the Faculty of Science. Dr.Mrs.T.W.Shanthakumar is the coordinator from 

the department.  

GOODS: 

Equipment: Activity 5  

No Equipment Number Status 

01 Laboratory Fume hood  2 Order placed 

02 Microtome Machine 1 Order placed 

03 Wax Embedding Bath  1 Received 

04 Mounting Bath 1 Received 

05 Slide Storage Cabinet 1 Order placed 

06 Slide Dryer 1 Received 

07 Micro plate Spectrophoto meter 1 Order placed 

 

Seminar Hall: Activity 5 & 2 

No Equipment Number Status 

01 Laptop 1 Received 

02 Laser printer 1 Received 

03 Multimedia projector & screen 1 Received 

04 Interactive White board 1 Received 

05 Portable Classroom Audio 

Systems 

1 Order placed 

 

In addition to this, the following items were procured under the AHEAD/ELTAELSE grant obtained 

by the Department of Zoology. Dr.Mrs.A.Sivaruban coordinates the grant with the support from 

Mrs.P.Sivakumar and Dr.K.Gajapathy as activity coordinators.  

¶ Movable table and chair 02 

¶ MilliQ water plant 

¶ Microscopes  20 

¶ Computer tables and chairs 15 

¶ PC 15 

¶ Laptops 02 

In addition to this, a considerable number of training programmes and workshops were also conducted.  

 

 

 

 

NEW EQUIPMENT 
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Training Programme in Sandfly Identification held 

from 25.09.2020 to 27.09.2020. 

The Training Programme was organized by the Centre 

for Research Entomology (CRE) upon the request 

made by Dr. Wardha Refai from Medical Research 

Institute, Colombo.  The training programme was 

organized with the following objectives; 

¶ Train the participants in sandfly 

preservation and processing 

¶ Train the participants in identifying the 

sandflies up to species level 

¶ Introduce the different sandfly culture 

techniques 

¶ Introduce the molecular techniques involved 

in sandfly identification 

The workshop was attended by three Entomological 

officers from the MRI, namely, Mr. H.P.N.T. 

Jayasinghe, Mr. U.L.Pramitha Rangana and Mr. 

Gayan Kumarasinghe. The programme was held at 

the Department of Zoology, University of Jaffna. 

 

Sandfly Dissection 

Training Programme 
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AHEAD-Short 

Term Training 

On Water Quality 

High quality water is more than the 

dream of the conservationists, more 

than a political slogan; high quality 

water, in the right quantity at the 

right place at the right time, is 

essential to health, recreation, and 

economic growth. 

--Edmund Muskie-- 
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Saraswathi poojaI, an annual ritual, was 

performed at the department on 

23.10.2020 with social distancing 

measures. May the blessings of nature be 

helping us to overcome the current 

situation without much hardship. 

OPEN EDUCATION E-RESOURCE 

WORKSHOP 

C
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SARASWATHI POOJAI  

A half day workshop on effective usage of 

Open Education Resource (OER) was 

organized by the Department of Zoology 

under the AHEAD/ELTAELSE grant on 

28.09.2020 at the laboratory in the Computer 

Unit. The event was attended by Academic 

staff attached to the Faculty of Science. 

Dr.E.Y.A.Charles served as the resource 

person.  
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World Elephant Day 2020 

  
 

Central Environmental Authority (CEA) of the 

Kilinochchi District has organized the 

celebrations of World Wetland Day 

(02.02.2020) on the 5th February 2020, 

Wednesday. A field study was arranged to the 

wetlands in Kilinochchi district to convey the 

importance of wetlands to the students from 10 

schools in Kilinochchi. The total of 50 Students 

(Members of the Environmental Club) were 

participated in the field excursion.  

Mr.S.Arthiyan from Department of Zoology 

has been served as the resource person at the 

discussion on òThe importance and the 

diversity of the Mangrove ecosystem.ó 
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ACTIVITIES DONE BY ZSA 

WITH THE UNDP/GEP SGP 

GRANT -2019 

ACTIVITIES DONE BY ZSA WITH THE UNDP/GEP SGP GRANT -2019 

 

Zoological Studentsõ Association (ZSA) carried out several 

community-oriented activities and continue the community 

activities started in 2019, by ZSA in Kavutharimunai, Pooneryn 

with grant from UNDP/GEP/SGP of USD 35000.00  

The project was coordinated by Mr.S.Arthiyan, Dr. K.Gajapathy 

and Project Assistant was Miss. Subanky Suvendran.  
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¶ Home gardening monitoring and providing seed and 

seedlings to the selected beneficiaries in the community 

¶ Training on òPalmyra pulp preservation and 

productionó at Kavutharumunai Community Centre 

¶ Monitoring the survival rate of mangrove seedlings 

planted during 2018-2019 

¶ Water sample collection to analysis the water quality 

of drinking water wells in Kavutharimunai 

¶ Plantation of Palmyra seeds by community 

beneficiaries 

¶ Providing compost bin 

¶ Plantation of shady plants 

¶ Implementation of rain water harvesting system and 

providing plastic water tanks 

¶ Purchasing equipment and shelf for environmental lab 

 

LENDING OF q-PCR 
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òLife-Saving First Aidó, a single-day workshop organized by the 

Zoological Studentsõ Association (ZSA), University of Jaffna in 

collaboration with the Red Cross Society, Jaffna Branch was 

successfully held on 8th February 2020 at the Library Auditorium, 

University of Jaffna.It was organized first time in the Faculty of 

Science with the technical assistance of Sri Lanka Red Cross, Jaffna 

Branch. Participants were given the chance to practically engage in 

basic procedures of first aid. Dr. T. Eswaramohan (Head of the 

Department of Zoology), Prof. (Mrs) R. Gnaneswaran (Professor), 

Dr. K. Gajapathy and Dr. (Mrs) T.W. Shanthakumar (Senior 

Treasurer- ZSA) graced the occasion with their presence. A total of 

50 participants have actively participated. ZSA thanks everyone 

involved. 

 

First aid is an 

important tool in 

quickly responding to 

accidents to ensure 

that injuries can be 

efficiently and 

promptly dealt with 

before a trained 

medical professional 

arrives to administer 

more specialized 

treatment.  
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PHOTOGRAPHY WORKSHOP 3MR CHALLENGE 

As a part of the skill development programme, ZSA 

has organized a novel event at the department. The 

challenge of presenting the research in 3 minutes was 

taken up by our brave graduates and they were very 

gleeful as seen in the picture. The winners were 

awardede with the certificates and prizes.  

The winners were,  

Ms.K.Vithushi, Ms.A.Salomi, Mr.N.G.Dayananda, 

Mr.N.D.Abeyaweera, Mr.R.Nirujan 
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RESEARCH SYMPOSIUM 

Inauguration  


